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Protected from the elements
(including mosquitoes), the
homeowner's new family room
and porch extension is the perfect
place for guests to mingle and talk
in intimate groups. Comfortable
and flexible, there's plenty of room

for dining, playing bridge, watching

television and smoking cigars ...
or just relaxing to the sounds of
nature at the end of the day.
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The family room and porch look onto two patios that surround a large

waterfall- enhanced koi pond.
plants make the outdo
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A foot bridge, pergola and lots of trees and

or space a haven in the spring and summer.

A Huntersville
renovation
focuses on
the wow factor

rowds that gather in the kitchen are a head-

ache to almost any hostess. Dreams of break-

ing down walls and opening up doors that lead

to large indoor-outdoor spaces that flow with positive
energy ensue.

And that’s just what one local couple says led them

to give the back of their home a makeover several years
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ago. Now the 1979 custom-built ranch house
no longer seems cramped and dated when
friends arrive for backyard barbecues.

COLORFUL, ECLECTIC

Sitting on some 50 serene acres east of
Huntersville, the home now is filled with
natural light pouring in through large win-
dows, and the transition from the kitchen
and dining area to the family room and be-

yond is seamless. |
the space into an entertainment haven.

S — -for-‘whatever life'
~throws at you

iy

Griffin Insurance "Agency

Lincolnton
704-735-6974

Statesville Denver

704-871-8002

Mooresville
704-664-9111

Nationwide®
On Your Side

Auto Home Life

Nationwide

Business
www.griffininsurancenc.com

@ Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Nationwide Life Insurance Company. Home office: Co-
lumbus, Ohio 43215-2220. Nationwide, the Nationwide Framemark and On Your Side are federally registered service marks

Sevonraniry  of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. Not available in all states,

Interior designer Starr Miller helped transform
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704-820-3904

The traditional ranch house, decorated
in & very relaxed, country style, now features
lighter colors that bring the outdoars in.

While their parties easily can number some
50 to 100 people, the homeowners, who are
Huntersville natives and teenage sweethearts
from North Mecklenburg High School, are
humble people who quietly enjoy retire-
ment. They wish to remain anonymous for
this story; however, they exuberantly ap-
plaud the expertise of their personal friend
and award-winning designer, Starr Miller
who helped them transform their home int«
a welcoming space for entertaining.

Miller, a graduate of the Parsons School of
Design in New York, is the recipient of several
Charlotte and Lake Norman-area honors, in-
cluding Charlotte Home Builder’s Excellence
in Remodeling Award in 2011. For this home
addition/remodel project, she is credited bs
the homeowners for helping them think out-
side their comfort zone.

The traditional ranch house, decorated
in a very relaxed, country style, now features
lighter colors that bring the outdoors in. Al-
though the homeowners originally wanted
the walls of the family room extension to be
painted blue, they are pleased with the slate
green Miller suggested.

Continued on page *
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New furniture and accent pieces mix well
with more traditional home furnishings.

Continued from page 47

“The best clients have opinions, and I love
that” says Miller. “The trick is to learn why they
like what they tell you they like, and why they
are doing the project. For this, the mistress of
the house loves a strong, clear pink and blue.
T wanted her to have what she wanted, but the
bright blue walls would have stopped the eye
from traveling to the view outdoors that is full of
trees.” Miller says the green walls enable the floral
pinks and blues in the sophisticated Brunschwig
& Fils upholstery fabric to pop — to be the focus
— rather than compete with the foliage outside.

The exposed beams in the ceiling of the
family room are an extension of the rest of the
house, too, and the buttercream-painted bead-
board ceiling adds lightness to the room. The
homeowners say they enjoyed working with
Miller to choose new furniture and accent
pieces that mix well with their more traditional
home furnishings.

“I love the eclectic mix of the sophisticated
fabrics with the imported Italian chandelier in
the dining room, and also the fun, flea market
finds” adds Miller. “This home is a reflection of
its mistress, who is fun, creative, has a great sense
of curiosity and is the ultimate hostess”

CONVERSATIONAL, FLEXIBLE

The “wow factor” of the project is the wrap-
around screened-in porch off the family room.
With seating for more than 30 guests, its spa-
cious, yet cozy. Divided into three areas — which
Miller describes as “conversation pods™ — the
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porch features a bar and sitting area at one end,
alarge dining table in the middle and another in-
timate seating arrangement at the other end. The
family room and porch look onto two patios that
surround a large waterfall-enhanced koi pond. A
foot bridge, pergola and lots of trees and plants
make the outdoor space a haven in the spring
and summer.

Protected from the elements (including mos-
quitoes), the homeowner’s new family room and
porch extension is the perfect place for guests to

design in furniture and décor.

you'll find under one roof.

HOME FURNISHINGS

On beaux-arts and toes art...

A beautiful area rug in a room is fine art you can caress with your toes. It's the most prominent
blend of color and texture in a space—the soft, elegant surface on which you express a room’s

Whether hand-knotted or woven rugs best complement your vision—in classical oriental or bold
trendy patterns—ihe area rug collection at Merinos Home Furnishings is the widest selection

Come to see our three-acre showroom in the old Burlington Industries mill building at 500 South
Main Street in downtown Mooresville. You'll find simple surroundings but simply amazing
values. That's because Merinos Home Furnishings buys from the factory in very high volumes
and passes the deep discounts and lowest-overhead savings along to you.

MERINOSFURNITURE.COM

mingle and talk in intimate groups. Comfortable
and flexible, theres plenty of room for dining,
playing bridge, watching television and smoking
cigars ... or just relaxing to the sounds of nature
at the end of the day.

Lee McCracken is a Charlotte-

area freelance editor and writer

who lives in Stanley and grew
up spending summers on Cayuga Lake
in upstate New York. Since moving to
the Charlotte area in 1994, she has
written about business, education, health care and
real estate for various publications.

500 S. MAIN STREET
MOORESVILLE

704-660-0445
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