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THE EXCITEMENT
IS GROWING.

Representing the highest level of creativity, passion, innovation,
and dedication in the home industry, the ARTS Awards is the
premier awards program in the U.S. honoring top manufacturers,
retailers, designers, and sales representatives.

Award winners will be revealed during a gala event on
January 7, 2022 at the Hilton Anatole.

Join Dallas Market Center and ART, the creative
home furnishings network, in a celebration of
home industry excellence.

RESERVATIONS NOW OPEN
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LIBBY LANGDON

INTERIOR DESIGNER
PROFILE

Celebrating her

impressive foarth

consecutive ARTS
noeninaton, IN'.\
Langsdon says ber goal
& 10 make beautiful
desgn accossivle and
approachable for all
"I"I' \'_l' ol k" "—l.,
perspective on desgn

Guriog 2 pandemic

In what ways did you have to adapt
your business in the past 18 months?
My desan business bas grown dursng this tinse, while
my approach has stayed the same. | have leaned on
vendoes 1o send double sets of samples, one loe me and
oo for the dient, so the decision-making process could
continue even if we werent able to do an in-person
mecting. In virtual meetings, | sometimes needed to
wark 2 lintle hasder 10 get the client excited about the
overall design scheme, and comance them they were

making great chodces

Has your approach to design
changed?

Definitely mot. My design business has a stroeg founda
tion because of the dear messaging and brand identay
of nwy “Easy, Elegant, Everyday Style”. Knowing who

1 ams, what 1 can oller and how o convey that cearly
o new clients s what has allowed e to thrive as a
designer in some pretty challenging times, T also want

%

vo make the process of designing your home a fun one

2 should be all alwnst creatiog spoces that bring you
and your famaly joy. | think everyooe is up for a little fun
these dayy!

Is the nomination this year even more
special?

1 do think this year means more. It foels Lantastic to look
back at all the fabulous work we've accomplished in the
last 18 months; its been A LOT of prosects!

What is your advice to young designers?
Put down your phone and get comfortable talking to
strangers, bocause all of your chents will be strangess
You won start out texting them -~ you will start out
FALKING to them and you need to have confidence in

who you are, what vou do and what you can offer them
1also think &5 important 0 have & great memory asd
really hear what people are telling you about what they
want. | say F'm a good listemer first, a problem solver
socondd and a designer thind. [mterior design is a peogle
business; &'s not past about relationshups but also how
relatable vou are, Recommendlations from former clients
are the best and fastest way to grow your business!

@ CONTACT

Libbry Inlences

37 West 300 Syeat | Sute #1100 | New York, NY 10018
212.501.0785 | ibbyped@libbylangden com
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STARR MILLER

INTERIOR DESIGNER
PROFILE

Restyling is synonymous with imterior design, bat Staer
Miller, prancipal of Stars Miller Intesioe Desggn, took
that challerge to new hetghts in 2021, Here, she cde
brates her compasy's it ARTS noasmation

In what ways did you have to
adapt your business over the past
18 months?

Our teaen Badd 10 reatyle and revamp our communi-
cathon skills 1o comvey a tactile business in a non-tac

tile way, by leveraging technology and dramatically
Erandormming our comimusication appeoach with chents,

suppliers and general contractoes

We utilized Corstant Cot
of supply chain lssaes. | also hired a Procurement
Specialing 1o expadite the volatde supply chain logistics,

ract o keep clients infoensed

dlowing designers to meowve ahead 10 mew projects 1o
deliver supenor client service

Is this nomination even more special
given the challenges you have faced?
We have not cally sarvived, but we have also thrived
during the pandemic. Thas, while never biying off a
single teammate and even adding to our team. 1 ke

THE DESIGN BAR®

DESIGN STUDIO
COMPANY PROFILE

Leaving a carcer as a CPA, Lesdic Bowman panued ber
dream of making a difference in people’s lives through
dosign, Here, she od
nomination in the new ARTS category of top Design
Soaddia

What does this new category say
about the design studio’s growing
importance?

As consamers spend maore time in thesr homes due

w0y The Devign Bag's kntent

10 the passdemic, the hoase farnishings industry bas
experienced tremendous growth. 1 founded The Design
Bar 10 yeass ago out of frastration when buildisg

shop for all

things hoene under ane rool. To me, incorporating the

my own home, as there was nowhere §

Diesign Studio within the retail store provides 2 way

for coesumers to be immersed in desggn. It's one thing
10 search the internet for inspiration but it’s another
thing 10 experience it in 2 store setting. Because of that,
The Diesign Bar is more than just a ssore: it is a lilestyle
brand.

What is your business's point

of distinction?

Ihe Design Bar bs in essence a hybeid between a typical
big bax furnitsre retailer and a typscal imterior design
t
same anseral of vendoes that bigger retailers Bave, while
adding customized services not traditionally found at
Turniture retatlers like designa/buikd services and kitchen

studio. Because of this, we offer design services with the

and bath desgn.

10 use the phrase "We are

a2 part of a continuous
mmprovemend progoct
everyday” The pandemic
certainly kicked that aspect

of our business in high geas

Irs March 2000 1 had sprent
two years leading and man

agrg a showhouse project

of three homes, 45 desigren

and over 300 vendor sponsars. Our opening right was
thwarted by the pandemix and the project dosed almost
betore opening. This nomination was a very special sue

prise after the craziness of all we have been through

What's your advice to young designers?
Get a great design education and take as many
business courses as possible. Broaden vour hoeizons
through travel and experiences. Find a mentor and
beazm the ropes of the trade belore getting into working
on your own. Learn the business side of design; it is 30
percent of what we do every day. Learn your vendors
Visit their factories, Know thal vour vendon are your
partners and the experts in their field. Utilize that
knowledge

@ CONTACT

20109 Knox Rd. | Comelius, NC 28031
704,896,332 | smd starrmilierfiomail com

How did the
pandemic alter
your business
plan?

Since the pandemic
began, the baines
model has P oted
dramatically, We now
offer abbreviated
design services which
allow consumers
who do st sead

full-service des n

assstance to purchase famiure froem a curated line of

full room designs. We have also taken on product Boes
not readily available on the internet so that consumers
will visit the store imntead of shopping online

What is your reaction to this third
nomination?

1 am hooored 10 be Batedd for the thind time as a finalist

for this award, twice in the Home Accents category and
now in the Diesign Studio category, When | opened

Ihe Design Bar, 1 set a goal to have a showroom like no
other. | never imagined 1 woukd be a Gnalist in a beand

new category. It's exating’

@ CONTACY

220 Wilage Center Dr. | Burr Ridge, ILL 60527
630 7340000 | designidihadesigrhian com
www thedesigndbars com
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