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home | INSIDE DESIGN WITH STARR

WHEN | FIRST MEET A NEW CLIENT and we are
discussing options I often hear, “I don’t want window
treatments because I don't want to take away from the view”
or “window treatments are old-fashioned.”

I'am here to tell you that window treatments, when done
correctly, are one of the most important elements of your
design. When should you use them, how should you use
them, and when should you NOT use them?

When do you need

How should you use
window treatments?

window treatments?

* Light Control - If you have
an east- or west-facing room,
the sharp light of the sun can
pierce your eyes, wake you
up, or fade your furnishings.
My home office is one of
those rooms. Without closing
drapery, | would not be able
to work part of the year.

* Frame Your View - Proper
drapery panels do NOT
cover up the view. The
drapery rods are long
enough to keep the actual
drapery from blocking
any view. If your view is
spectacular, keep the
drapery quiet and you will
be able to lock past them
to take in the view without
any barrier,

® Privacy - If you are like
most people, you don't like
looking out into the night and
wondering if a neighbor can
see in your home. Window
treatments offer you privacy
when you want it.

¢ Custom Installation -
The difference is often
how drapery is
hung. Ready-to-
wear drapey
hardware

is usually .
lightweight, not g
long enough, T .
and not hung high N ’
encugh on the wall. >

* Temperature Control -
Closing drapery with lining
can help keep heat and cold
out and insulate your spaces.

* Visual Interest - The right
window treatments can
add structure, architecture,
softness, pattern, and/or
texture to a space.

® Custom Fabrication -
Custom drapery is always
made to be the correct
length, width, and is made
with the appropriate lining
for the circumstance.

* Sometimes drapery is
not the answer - Roman
shades, light-blocking
automatic roller shades,
| and dozens of other
options are available to
finish the space.
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When ghould you
not use window
treatments?

e If you have a modern
minimalist home with a
spectacular view. Often
window treatments do not
make sense.

* If you have odd-shaped
windows, any window
treatments can look
contrived and bulky.

* If you have a maximalist
design in your room, you
may need a breath
., and zero drapery
“h toallowthe eye

fl torest.

= * If the doors
or architecture
are placed so
draperies are not
the best choice, |

have used mouldings, and/
or wallpaper to add the
needed texture.

As in all things, dont
make quick assumptions.
Consideration by a
professional will help in
decision making, ®

starr Miller
mnder and Principal,
rAliller Interior Design

\llied ASID, IDS, CAPS

Our resident home-design
expert, Starr Miller, has
garnered local and national
acclaim with more than
30 industry honors. An
alumnus of the prestigious
Parsons School of Design

in New York, Starr has
built a strong following
as the principal of her
sought-after design firm,
located in Cornelius, NC.

She feels the composition
of a space must originate
with the client’s unique
perspective. Along with

that perspective she

brings together her team’s

collaboration, design skills
and refined processes in a

way which results in truly

captivating homes for
her clients.

StarrMiller Interior
Design specializes
in full-service interior
design projects.

704.896.3321
www.StarrMiller.com




